[image: image1.wmf] 

Promoting Houston as a center of international culture and commerce
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A project of the Houston Junior Chamber of Commerce Foundation, Inc.


May 23, 2012
Dear Consular Forum Friend:
As you may know the Houston Junior Chamber and Foundation have selected the Republic of Turkey to be the featured country of the Consular Forum 2012 and 61st Annual Consular Ball.  In conjunction with the Consul General of Turkey, Hon. Cemalettin Aydin, we are planning a high level trade mission to Turkey to take place from June 3rd to June 15th, 2012 (please see the itinerary below).  We would like to invite you to be a part of this delegation and join us on this exciting trip to experience Turkey in a way few can.
The delegation will consist of no more than thirty-five individuals comprised of individuals from various backgrounds and members of the Consular Forum 2012 Committee.  We feel that your support and leadership will be pivotal in making the trade mission a success while presenting Consular Forum 2012.   
Delegates will meet with representatives from the Turkish government, diverse business/corporate entities amongst other groups to promote the Consular Forum 2012.  This trip will cover everything from business to culture and adventure.  
In short, we would be extremely honored if you could join us on this international endeavor.  Even if you are only able to participate in part of this journey, you can still take advantage of this once in a lifetime opportunity.  If you or your office has any questions, please feel free to email me or call Ximena at the number below.  We look forward to seeing you magical Turkey!
Sincerely,
Carlos A. Obando 
Chairperson


Consular Forum 2012 and the 61st Consular Ball

carlosobando@live.com
Ximena Murillo

Vice Chair

Consular Forum 2012 and the 61st Consular Ball

ConsularForum2012@gmail.com
575.602.9376

Houston Junior Chamber Turkey Delegation Trip
June 3rd – June 15th 2012

Below you will find our itinerary.  It is full of business, culture and adventure!  This package includes 11 nights in Turkey, including the cities of Istanbul, Ankara, Capadocia, Kayseri and Izmir. 
These rates do not include your RT International flights from Houston to Istanbul:
As of this date, flights from JFK to IST are roughly $1,050 on Turkish Airlines (does not include IAH-JFK or any NYC airport). For ticket assistance you may contact EFES travel in Houston (Mrs. Aydeniz Pamir, Mobile: 9179309355, Office: 713-7853337. Please mention Consular Forum 2012 and Turkish Consulate)
$2,500: Single occupancy in 4-5 star hotels, 3 domestic flights, 2 bus transfers, business conference, museum entrances, tours (including Cappadocia balloon tour) and meals (our sponsors will organize our meals, though some lunches may be on your own)

$2,100: Double occupancy in 4-5 star hotels, 3 domestic flights, 2 bus transfers, business conference, museum entrances, tours (including Cappadocia balloon tour)  and meals (our sponsors will organize our meals, though some lunches may be on your own)

If you are only able to attend the Istanbul portion of the trip (June 3rd to June8th), then the prices are:
$1,250: Single occupancy in 4-5 star hotels, business conference, museum entrances, tours and meals (our sponsors will organize our meals, though some lunches may be on your own)

$950: Double occupancy in 4-5 star hotels, business conference, museum entrances, tours and meals (our sponsors will organize our meals, though some lunches may be on your own)

IMPORTANT NOTE: Please wait for our confirmation to buy your tickets!!

	 
	 03  June-15 June 2012

	DATE
	CITY

	Sunday, June 03, 2012
	 

	10.20 PM
	Flight to Istanbul

	Monday, June 04, 2012
	Istanbul

	3:05 PM
	Arrival to Ataturk Airport in Istanbul 

	
	Transfer to the Hotel (We prefer everybody to stay at the same hotel for logistical reasons

	 
	Check-in at the Hotel

	6:00 PM
	Meeting at Hotel Lobby

	 
	Dinner at restaurant sponsorship by Texas Turkish American Chamber of Commerce 

	 
	Overnight stay in Istanbul

	
	

	Tuesday, June 05, 2012
	Istanbul

	8:30 AM
	Leaving the Hotel after Breakfast 

	9:00 AM
	Hagia Sophia (Church of Holy Wisdom), now known as the Ayasofya Museum: One of the greatest marvels of architecture, constructed as a basilica in the 6th century by emperor Justinian.

	11:00 AM
	Underground Cistern: One of the most extraordinary and impressive buildings in Istanbul. 

	12:30 PM
	Lunch at Sultanahmet Koftecisi

	2:00 PM
	SultanAhmed Camii (aka Blue Mosque) Built in the name of Sultan Ahmet, facing to Hagia Sophia, famous with its blue Iznik tiles and unique 6 minarets.One of the most impressive monuments in the world.

	4:00 PM
	Sultan Ahmet Square: The heart of the “Old City” from where the Byzantine and Ottoman Empires were ruled.
Hippodrome: The center of sportive (chariot races, athletics) events and political activities of the “old city”.  Obelisk of Theodosius, Serpentine Column, and German Fountain of Wilhelm II are the monuments decorating Hippodrome

	 
	Opening Ceremony and Gala Dinner of Turkey World Trade Bridge 2012

	 
	http://www.tuskonwtb.com/index2.php?part=kurumsal&key=program_akisi

	7:00 PM
	 Dinner  sponsorship by TUSKON

	
	Overnight stay in Istanbul

	Wednesday, June 06, 2012
	Istanbul

	8:30 AM
	Leaving the Hotel after Breakfast 

	9:30 AM
	Visiting Product Display Booths of Turkish Exhibitors and Special B2B Meetings with Turkish Exhibitors at Turkey World Trade Bridge 2012

	1:00 PM
	Lunch at Program

	2:00 PM
	Visiting Product Display Booths of Turkish Exhibitors and Special B2B Meetings with Turkish Exhibitors at Turkey World Trade Bridge 2012

	5:00 PM
	Visit  to Todays Zaman - Zaman Newspaper  Headquarter

	7:00 PM
	Family Dinner   -Businessmen  

	
	Overnight stay in Istanbul

	Thursday, June 07, 2012
	Istanbul 

	8:30 AM
	Leaving the Hotel after Breakfast 

	9:00 AM
	Topkapi Palace was the official and primary residence and office in the city of the Ottoman Sultans for 400 years of their 600-year reign, from 1465 to 1853  

	12:30 PM
	Lunch at the Konyali Restaurant  

	2:00 PM
	Visit Istanbul Mayor office

	3:30 PM
	Visit Istanbul Chamber of Commerce

	5:30 PM
	Visit  to TIM Turkish Exporters Assembly 

	7:00 PM
	Dinner at Fatih Universty 

	11.00 P.M
	Flight to Ankara

	
	Overnight stay in Ankara

	
	

	Friday, June 08, 2012
	Ankara

	8:30 AM
	Leaving the Hotel after Breakfast 

	10:00 AM
	Visit Minister of Finance or Minister of Economy 

	12:00 PM
	Visit to THE GRAND NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF TURKEY

	12:30 PM
	Lunch with Members of the Turkish Parliament 

	14:00-16.00 PM
	Meet and visit some Members of the Parliament (Congressman)

	17.00 PM
	The Journalists and Writers Foundation

	19.00 PM
	Dinner at Haci Baba sponsorship by ANFED

	
	Overnight stay in Ankara

	
	 

	Saturday, June 09, 2012
	Cappadocia - Goreme

	7.00 AM
	Leaving the Hotel after Breakfast 

	7:00-10.00 AM
	Bus Trip to Cappadocia 

	9:30 AM
	Cappadocia Goreme National Park :The name used as an concept to define a region of exceptional natural wonders, in particular characterized by fairy chimneys and a unique historical and cultural heritage

	1:00 PM
	Luch at the  Restaurant with Mayor of Avanos

	2:00 PM
	Shopping -Cappadocia Goreme National Park :The name used as an concept to define a region of exceptional natural wonders, in particular characterized by fairy chimneys and a unique historical and cultural heritage

	 
	Dinner  with Turkish Families

	 
	Overnight stay in Cappadocia - Goreme

	
	

	Sunday, June 10, 2012
	Kayseri

	5:30 AM
	Spectacular Cappadocia Hot-Air- Baloon Ride

	9:30 AM
	Leaving the Hotel after Breakfast 

	10:00 AM
	Underground Cities Derinkuyu Underground City is an ancient multi-level underground city with its eleven floors extending to a depth of approximately 85 m, it was large enough to shelter thousands of people together with their livestock and food stores. It is the largest excavated underground city in Turkey and is part of a network of several underground complexes found across Cappadocia.

	13:00 P M
	Luncheon 

	14:00-16.00 PM
	Bus trip to Kayseri

	 
	City Tour 

	 
	 

	7:30 PM
	Dinner at a families in Kayseri

	 
	Overnight stay in Kayseri

	
	

	Monday, June 11, 2012
	Izmir

	7:30 AM
	Leaving the Hotel after Breakfast 

	
	Early flight to Izmir

	
	Bus trip to Ephesus

	12:30 PM
	Luch at the  Restaurant

	2:00 PM
	Visit House of Virgin Mary It is believed by many Christians and Muslims that Mary, the mother of Jesus, was taken to this stone house by Saint John and lived there until her Assumption into Heaven according to many Catholics, or the Dormition according to the Orthodox.

	3:30 PM
	The Basilica of St. John .It was constructed by Justinian I in the 6th century. It stands over the believed burial site of John the Apostle. It was modeled after the now lost Church of the Holy Apostles in Constantinople.

	5:00 PM
	The İsabey Mosque (İsabey Camii), constructed in 1374-1375, is one of the oldest and most impressive works of architectural art remaining from the Anatolian beyliks. 

	7:30 AM
	Dinner at the Family in Kusadasi 

	 
	Check-in Hotel in Kusadasi

	 
	Overnight stay in Kusadasi

	Tuesday, June 12, 2012
	Izmir

	9:30 AM
	Leaving the Hotel after Breakfast 

	10:30 AM
	Ephesus:Was one of the seven churches of Asia that are cited in the Book of Revelation.The Gospel of John may have been written here.It is also the site of a large gladiators' graveyard.It was one of the twelve cities of the Ionian League during the Classical Greek era. In the Roman period, it was for many years the second largest city of the Roman Empire; ranking behind Rome, the empire's capital.

	12:30 PM
	Lunch at the Restaurant

	2:30 PM
	Visit to Sifa Hospital (Cankaya)

	
	Shopping at Kemeralti Bazaar-Kizlaragasi Hani

	18:00PM
	Dinner and Visit to a Private School, Yamanlar High School or Bozyaka meet with Turkish journalist 

	22.00 PM 
	Flight  to Istanbul

	
	

	Wednesday, June 13, 2012
	Istanbul

	8:00 AM
	Leaving the Hotel after Breakfast 

	 10:00:00 AM
	Visit TUSKON Headquarter

	11.00-19.00 
	Shopping   

	 
	Free time

	 
	Overnight stay in Istanbul

	
	

	Thursday, June 14, 2012
	Istanbul

	9:00 AM
	Leaving the Hotel after Breakfast 

	
	Shopping at the Grand Bazaar (Kapalıçarşı) in Istanbul is one of the largest and oldest covered markets in the world, with more than 58 covered streets and over 1,200 shops. 
Opened in 1461, it is well known for its jewelry, pottery, spice, and carpet shops.

	 
	Shopping at the Spice Bazaar (Egyptian Bazaar), one of the oldest bazaars in the city, built in 1664, Spices, dried fruits, nuts and seeds, lokum (Turkish Delight) and other edibles fill most of the shops, though jewelry and other high-margin goods

	1:00 PM
	Lunch 

	3:00 PM
	Back to Hotel for final preparations

	6:00 PM
	Dinner 

	 
	Overnight stay in Istanbul

	Friday, June 15, 2012
	Istanbul

	11:20 AM
	Flight back to USA

	
	


As you can see, this is a trip of a lifetime for a price that is hard to beat.  I look forward to seeing you in Turkey and for your participation in this year’s Consular Forum delegation!

NOTE: If interested, please contact Ms. Ximena Murillo (details are below). 

Ms. Ximena Murillo
Vice Chair

Consular Forum 2012 and the 61st Consular Ball

ConsularForum2012@gmail.com
575.602.9376
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